22                          SISTER NIVEDITA

family-bond. The sacrament of marriage consists in
the beautiful ceremony of bringing the bride to join
her husband, in the offering of divine honours to his
forefathers.

Amongst Hindus the same motive is evidenced in
the notion that it is the duty of all to raise up at
least .one son to offer ceremonies of commemoration
to .the ancestors. The forefathers of an extinct
family go sorrowful and may be famine-stricken in
the other world. In my own opinion, this is only an
ancient way of impressing on the community the need
for maintaining its numbers. This must have been
an important consideration to thoughtful minds
amongst early civilised peoples, faced as they were by
the greater numbers of those whose customs were
more primitive. Only when a man's place in his
community was taken by a son, could he be free to
follow the whims of an individual career.

THE FAMILY IN ISLAM

The-family is,, in all countries and all ages, the
natural sphere for. the working-out of the ethical
struggle, with its results in personal development.
The happiness of families everywhere depends, not on
the subordination of this member or that, but on the
mutual self-adjustment of all. In the large house-
holds*and undivided families of Eastern countries this